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El 20 de diciembre de 1993, la Asamblea General de la Organizacion de Naciones Unidas, por
recomendacion del Consejo Econémico y Social, declarod el dia 3 de mayo de cada afio como el
Dia mundial de la libertad de prensa. Esta accion emand de la Conferencia General de la
UNESCO que por medio de una resolucidn sobre “La promocién de la libertad de prensa en el
mundo”, adoptada en 1991, reconocié que una prensa libre, plural e independiente era un
componente esencial de cualquier sociedad democrética. La Conferencia General de la UNESCO
invité a su Director General a trasmitir a la Asamblea General de la ONU el deseo de los
miembros de la UNESCO de declarar el dia 3 de mayo como el “Dia internacional de la libertad de
prensa”. La fecha fue escogida para conmemorar la Declaracion de Windhoek sobre la promocién
de una prensa pluralista e independiente en Africa, adoptada el 3 de mayo de 1991 por el
Seminario organizado por la UNESCO y la ONU en Windhoek, Namibia, sobre la promocién de
una prensa pluralista e independiente en Africa.

Es una ocasion propicia para informar a los ciudadanos sobre las violaciones a la libertad de
prensa, una manera de recordar que en decenas de paises en todo el mundo se censuran,
multan, suspenden y se cierran muchas publicaciones y al mismo tiempo se acosan, atacan y
detienen y hasta se asesinan periodistas y editores.

Es una fecha para alentar y desarrollar iniciativas a favor de la libertad de prensa y para evaluar
el estado de la libertad de prensa en todo el mundo.

La fecha es oportuna para recordarles a los gobiernos sobre la necesidad de respetar el
compromiso con la libertad de prensa y es también un dia de reflexién para los profesionales de
los medios sobre temas relacionados con la libertad de prensa y la ética profesional.

La relacién entre los medios y el buen ejercicio del gobierno, es el tema para la celebracién del
“Dia mundial de la libertad de prensa” 2005. AL celebrar el compromiso y la dedicacion del
individuo para defender la libertad de expresion, resulta apropiado examinar la nocién del buen
ejercicio del gobierno a la luz de este derecho y a la de su hermano, el derecho al acceso de la
informacion.
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La celebracion del Dia mundial de la libertad de prensa se enfoca en la relacion entre
los medios y el bueno gobierno
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_1D=18816&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
Boletin informativo de la UNESCO, 27 de abril de 2005.

Declaracion de derechaos
http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/infousa/facts/funddocs/billes.htm

“El Congreso no aprobard ley alguna...que coarte la libertad de expresion o de prensa”.
Primera Enmienda, Constitucion de Estados Unidos, 1791.

Declaracion de Windhoek
http://www.unesco.org/webworld/com_media/communication_democracy/windhoek.htm
Declarations on Promoting Independent and Pluralistic Media.

Premio anual a la libertad de prensa mundial “Guillermo Cano”
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_1D=1738&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
Establecido por la UNESCO en honor del periodista colombiano quien fallecié en el ejercicio de su
profesién.

Mensaje del Secretario General de la ONU, Sr. Kofi Annan
http://www.un.org/spanish/events/pressday/2005/sg.html

Mensaje del Director Ceneral de la UNESCO Sr. Koichiro Matsuura
http://www.un.org/spanish/events/pressday/2005/unesco.html

World Press Freedom Day 2005, UNESCO
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_1D=18597&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
World Press Freedom Day is an opportunity to remind the world of the importance of protecting
the fundamental rights of freedom of expression and freedom of the press, as stated in Article 19
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Revistas electrdnicas y articulos

Definicion del territorio del cuarto poder
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itgic/0401/ijgs/gj-1.htm

Nicholas Jonson, profesor visitante de derecho, Universidad de lowa.

La constitucién estadounidense, el sistema de mercado libre y una presuncién contra la
regulacion inciden en la libertad de prensa en Estados Unidos.

El derecho a la libertad de opinién y de expresién
http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/TestFrame/110780e0c4b365b5¢1256d1f003aa7e4

?0pendocument
Resolucion 2003/42 de la Comisién de Derechos Humanos.

Fundamentos juridicos de la libertad de prensa en Estados Unidas
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itgic/0203/ijgs/gj-3.htm

Jane E. Kirtley, catedratica Silha de ética de los medios de difusién y derecho de la Facultad de
Periodismo y Ciencias de la Comunicacion Social de la Universidad de Minnesota.

“Casi la totalidad de la legislacion que ha definido la libertad de prensa en Estados Unidos tiene
su origen en la primera enmienda de la Constitucion de Estados Unidos. ¢Es esa libertad tan
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"absoluta" como las palabras permitirian suponer? La Corte Suprema de Estados Unidos lleva
mas de 200 afios tratando de responder a esa pregunta”.

La libertad de expresiéon

http://usinfo.state.gov/espanol/democ/derechos/speech.htm

El Congreso no aprobara ninguna ley...que coarte la libertad de expresion... Primera Enmienda a
la Constitucién de los Estados Unidos. Si algun derecho hay que una sociedad democratica
aprecie por encima de todos los demas es la libertad de expresion.

El periodismo y el servicio a la confianza publica
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itgic/0203/ijgs/gj-6.htm

William F. Woo, profesor visitante Lorry I. Lokey de periodismo profesional en la Universidad de
Stanford.

“La busqueda implacable y la presentacion independiente de las noticias es la forma en que la
prensa sirve la confianza publica. Es necesario que los programas de estudio, los departamentos
y las facultades de periodismo sean los lugares donde tales conceptos se nutran, protejan y
defiendan sin cesar”.

Una prensa libre

http://usinfo.state.gov/espanol/democ/princip/freepress.htm

En una democracia es preciso que la prensa trabaje libre del control del gobierno. Los gobiernos
democraticos no tienen ministerios de informacién para reglamentar el contenido de la prensa o
las actividades de los periodistas; éstos tampoco pueden ser vetados por el estado ni es posible
forzarlos a afiliarse a sindicatos controlados por el gobierno.

President George W. Bush, Addresses American Society of Newspaper Editors
Convention

(Texto completo en inglés:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2005/04/20050414-4.html)

Promover medios de difusién libres y responsables es parte integral de la politica
exterior de Estados Unidos

http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itgic/0203/ijgs/gj-1.htm

Lorne W. Craner, Secretario de Estado adjunto para Democracia, Derechos Humanos y Trabajo
"La libertad de prensa no es un fin en si misma, sino un medio para alcanzar el fin de obtener
una sociedad libre".

Resolucién de la Comisiéon de Derechos Humanos 2003742

La Comisién de Derechos Humanos, guiada por la Declaracion Universal de Derechos Humanos,
la cual afirma el derecho a la libertad de opinion y de expresion, y teniendo presente el Pacto
Internacional de Derechos Civiles y Politicos, en cuyo articulo 19 se reafirma el derecho de toda
persona a sus opiniones, asi como el derecho a la libertad de expresion, la cual comprende la
libertad de buscar, recibir y difundir informacion e ideas de toda indole, sin consideracion de
fronteras, ya sea oralmente, por escrito o en forma impresa o artistica, o por cualquier otro
procedimiento de su eleccion.

Resolucion 29 de la UNESCO “Condena a la violencia contra los periodistas”
(Texto en inglés:
http: //www.unesco.org/webworld/com_media/communication_democracy/resolution_29.htm)
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Informes al Congreso de EE.UU.

Election Projections: First Amendment Issues
http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/22683.pdf

CRS Report for Congress, Library of Congress, January 23, 2001.

Media projections may be based both on exit polls and on information acquired as

to actual ballot counts. The First Amendment would generally preclude Congress from
prohibiting the media from interviewing voters after they exit the polls. It apparently
would also preclude Congress from prohibiting the media from reporting the results of
those polls. Congress, could, however, ban voter solicitation within a certain distance
from a polling place, and might be able to include exit polling within such a ban. It also
might be able to deny media access to ballot counts, either when the polls have not
closed in the jurisdiction whose votes are being counted, or when the polls have not
closed across the nation.

Freedom of Speech and Press: Exceptions to the First Amendment
http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/pdf/CRS.speech.pressl.pdf

CRS Report for Congress, Library of Congress, August 27, 2003.

The First Amendment to the United States Constitution provides that “Congress shall make no
law... abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press...” This language restricts government
both more and less than it would if it were applied literally. It restricts government more in that it
applies not only to Congress, but to all branches of the federal government, and to all branches
of state and local government. It restricts government less in that it provides no protection to
some types of speech and only limited protection to others.

Entidades relacionadas con la libertad de prensa

Alifred Friendiy Press Fellowships

http://www.pressfellowships.org/

A nonprofit, non-governmental organization that gives developing-world journalists the
opportunity to work as reporters at U.S. newspapers.

American Society of Journalists and Authors
http://www.asja.org/
Helps professional freelance writers advance their writing careers.

American Society of Newspaper Editors
http://www.asne.org
The leading organization of daily newspaper editors in the Americas.

Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication
http://www.aejmc.org/

A nonprofit, educational association of journalism and mass communication faculty,
administrators, students and media professionals.

Committee to Protect Journalists

http://www.cpj.org/

An independent, nonprofit organization founded in 1981, which promotes press freedom
worldwide by defending the right of journalists to report the news without fear of reprisal.
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Facsnet

http://www.facsnet.org

Devoted to improving the quality of information reaching the public through the news, and
providing educational programs, publications, and online resources.

Freedom House

http://www.freedomhouse.org/

A nonprofit, nonpartisan organization which is a clear voice for democracy and freedom around
the world. Through a vast array of international programs and publications, works to advance the
remarkable worldwide expansion of political and economic freedom.

Freedom House Annual Survey of Press Freedom 2002
http://www.freedomhouse.org/pfs2002/pfs2002.pdf
Press freedom after 9/11/01.

Freedom Forum

http://www.freedomforum.org/

A nonpartisan foundation dedicated to free press, free speech and free spirit for all people.
Focuses on three priorities: the Newseum, First Amendment freedoms and newsroom diversity.

Institute for the Advancement of Journalism

http://www.iaj.org.za/

Set up in 1992 to help improve journalism just as South Africa entered a new democratic era.
Places special emphasis on interactive learning, giving participants scope to develop their skills
through discussion, role-playing and hands-on exercises.

El Intercambio Internacional de la Libertad de Expresion (International Freedom of
Information Exchange)

http://www.ifex.org/

Surgié como una fuerza de oposicion vigorosa y préspera, debido a las continuas graves
violaciones de la libertad de expresion en todo el mundo.

International Center for Journalists

http://www.icfj.org/

Dedicated to helping journalists worldwide and raising the standards of journalism, especially in
places with little tradition of a free press.

International Press Institute

http://www.freemedia.at/index1.html

The idea for such an organization evolved in the aftermath of the Second World War. It was
founded on the belief that a free press would contribute to the creation of a better world.

International Women's Media Foundation

http://www.iwmf.org/

Its mission is to strengthen the role of women in the news media around the world, based on the
belief that no press is truly free unless women share an equal voice.

Investigative Reporters and Editors, Inc.

http://www.ire.org

Works to maintain high professional standards and provides educational services to reporters,
editors, and others interested in investigative journalism.
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John S. and James L. Knight Foundation

http://www.knightfdn.org/default.asp

Established in 1950 as a private foundation independent of the Knight brothers' newspaper
enterprises, it is dedicated to furthering their ideals of service to community, to the highest
standards of journalistic excellence and to the defense of a free press.

JournalismNet
http://www.journalismnet.com/
A investigative guide to Internet research.

MediaChannel

http://www.mediachannel.org/

A nonprofit, public interest web site dedicated to global media issues. Offers news, reports and
commentary from our international network of media-issues organizations and publications, as
well as original features from contributors and staff.

Network Media Program

http://www.soros.ord/initiatives/media

Seeks to promote independent, professional and viable media and quality journalism, primarily in
countries undergoing a process of democratization and building functioning media markets.

NewsLab: Latest News about TV News

http://www.newslab.org/

A nonprofit resource center for television and radio newsrooms, focused on training and
research. Offers workshops on writing, storytelling, ethical decision-making, and other topics.

Newspaper Association of America

http://www.naa.org/hotlinks

An Internet gateway to a wide range of web sites for newspapers, news weeklies, business
publications, and alternative news sources.

Open Society Institute and Soros Foundations Network

WWW.soros.org/

OSl is a private operating and grant-making foundation based in New York City that serves as
the hub of the Soros foundations network, a group of autonomous foundations and organizations
in more than 50 countries.

The Organization of News Ombudsmen

http://www.infi.net/ono

A nonprofit, international corporation devoted to maintaining contact with news ombudsmen
worldwide.

The Pew Center for Civic Journalism

http://www.pewcenter.org

A center for innovative journalistic endeavors striving to create and refine better ways of
reporting the news in order to engage citizens in community life.

Pew Research Center for the People and the Press

http://people-press.org/

An independent opinion research group that studies attitudes toward the press, politics and
public policy issues, best known for regular national surveys that measure public attentiveness to
major news stories, and for polling that charts trends in values and fundamental political and
social attitudes.
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The Poynter Institute

http://www.poynter.org

A school for journalists, dedicated to the promotion of excellence and integrity in the craft and
leadership of successful journalistic enterprises.

Promotion of Press Freedom in the World
http://www.unesco.org/webworld/com_media/communication_democracy/free.htm
UNESCO resolution adopted on the report of Commission 1V at the 26" plenary meeting,
November 6, 1991.

Radio-Television News Directors Association

http://www.rtnda.org

An association for electronic journalists. In cooperation with the Radio-Television News Directors
Foundation, it promotes excellence in electronic journalism through research, education, and
training for news professionals and journalism students.

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

http://www.rcfp.org/

Created in 1970, at a time when the nation's news media faced a wave of government
subpoenas asking reporters to name confidential sources.

The Society of Professional Journalists

http://www.spj.org

The largest and most broad-based U.S. journalism organization, dedicated to encouraging the
free practice of journalism and stimulating high standards of ethical behavior.

Women and the Media
http://www.unesco.org/webworld/com_media/communication_democracy/women.htm
UNESCO resolution adopted on the Report of Commission IV at the 28" plenary meeting, on
November 6, 1991.

World Association of Newspapers

http://www.wan-press.org/

Founded in 1948, it groups 72 national newspaper associations, individual newspaper executives
in 100 nations, 13 news agencies, and nine regional press organizations. It is a nonprofit, non-
governmental organization.

World Bank Institute's Office of Economics and Business Journalism
http://www.worldbank.org/wbi/ebj/journalism-resources.htm
Aims to build the capacity of the media in promoting accountability.

The World Free Press Institute

http://www.pressfreedom.org/

California-based nonprofit organization formed in 1997 to improve, support and strengthen a free
press in its role as an opponent of tyranny around the world.

World Press Freedom Committee

http://www.wpfc.org/

An international umbrella organization that includes 45 journalistic groups, print and broadcast,
labor and management, journalists, editors, publishers and owners on six continents, united in
the defense and promotion of press freedom.
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World Press Institute

http://www.worldpressinstitute.org/

A private, nonprofit organization supported by a wide range of foundations, local and national
media, multinational corporations, and individuals from all over the world.

Centro de Recursos Informativos
Bogot4, Colombia
Tel: (571) 315-2131
Fax: (571) 315-2208
http://bogota.usembassy.gov
e-mail: webB@state.qgov

El Centro de Recursos Informativos (IRC por sus siglas en inglés: Information Resources Center),
establecido para apoyar los programas de la Embajada de Estados Unidos de América, brinda
informacion actualizada sobre Estados Unidos en las areas de interés bilateral, como son:
economia y comercio, corrupcion, lavado de dinero, democracia y derechos humanos, drogas y
narcotrafico, extradicion, propiedad intelectual, terrorismo, ambiente. Por medio de la pagina en
la internet, se ofrece acceso a legislacion, politica exterior, a miles de oficinas del gobierno y
otras instituciones estadounidenses. Nuestro publico se compone de oficinas gubernamentales,
medios de comunicacion, académicos, profesionales, investigadores y organizaciones no
gubernamentales.

Los puntos de vista expresados en los articulos y en los vinculos electrénicos no oficiales, son de
sus autores y no necesariamente del gobierno de los Estados Unidos de América.
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